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7 FAM 1710 
INTERNATIONAL PARENTAL CHILD 

ABDUCTION 

Changes 

1. This Change Transmittal issues updates to 7 FAM 1710. 

This subchapter was substantially rewritten. The title of 7 FAM 1700 was 
changed to Safety and Protection of Minors. A crosswalk showing the 
new location of material is below. 



Old Location 


New Location 


1711.2 Consular Responsibilities 


1712.2 Role of Posts Abroad 


1711.3 Child and Parent 


Deleted 


1711.4 Definitions 


1711.3 


1711.5 The Scope of Consular 
Action 


1712.2 Role of Posts Abroad 


1711.6 Information and Services 


1712.2 Role of Posts Abroad 


1711.6-1 Provide General 
Information 


Deleted 


1711.6-2 Attorneys List 


Deleted 


1711.6-3 Your Role 


Deleted 


1711.6-4 Hearings 


1712.2 Role of Posts Abroad 
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1711.6-5 Encourage Dialogue 


1712.2 Role of Posts Abroad 


1711.6-6 Professional Mediation 


1712.2 Role of Posts Abroad 


1711.6-7 Force And Deception 


1712.2 Role of Posts Abroad 


1711.7 Working With Parents 


1712.2 Role of Posts Abroad 
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1711.8 General Guidelines 
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1712.2 Role of Posts Abroad 


-* —n -4 -4 S"V y***> I'll A 1 1 I' 1 

1711.9 Child Abduction and 
Criminal Law 


1712.3 


1712 Authorities 


1711.2 


1713 Release Of Information To 
Parents 


1719 


1713.1 Privacy Act Guidelines 


1719.1 


1713.2 Refusing the Release of 
Information To A Parent About the 
Location of a Minor 


1719.2 


1713.3 Protecting Information 
About the Taking Parent 


1719.3 Protecting Information 
Protected by the Privacy Act 


1713.4 Releasing Information 
About the Left-Behmd Parent (LBP) 
to the Taking Parent (TP) 


1719.4 
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1713.5 Passport Records 


1719.5 


1713.5-1 Obtaining Copies Of 
Passport Records 


1719.5-1 


1713.5-2 Cautioning Parents 


1719.5-2 
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1713.6 Visa Records 


1719.6 


1713.7 Requests for Department or 
Post Testimony or Other Records 


1719.7 
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1714 The Hague Abduction 
Convention 


1713 


1714.1 Background 


1713.1 
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1714.2 Purpose 


1713.2 


1714.3 General Provisions 


1713.3 


1714.3-1 Return Of Child 


1713.3-1 


1714.3-2 The Hague Convention Is 
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Nationality-Neutral 


1713.3-2 


1714.3-3 Reasons a Return 
Application May Be Denied 


1713.3-3 


1714.3-4 Access 


1713.3-4 


1714.3-5 Central Authority 


1713.3-5 


1714.3-6 Full Text 


Deleted 


1714.3-7 Party/Signatory Countries 


1713.3-6 State Party Countries 


i/i^-. h Departments 
Responsibilities In Hague 
Convention Return And Access 
Cases 
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1714.5 Consular Officer 
Responsibility In Hague Convention 
Cases 


1713.5 


1714.5-1 Cases Originating In The 
Department 


1713.5-1 Hague Abduction 
Convention Cases filed with the 
Department 


1714.5-2 Cases Originating At Post 


1713.5-2 


1715 NON-HAGUE CONVENTION 
CASES 


1714 


1715.1 Department's Actions In 
Non-Hague Convention Return And 
Access Cases 


1714.1 Department's Actions In 
Non-Hague Convention 
Abduction Cases 


1715.2 Consular Officer Role In 
Non-Hague Return And Access 
Cases 


1714.2 Consular Officer Role In 
(Outgoing) Non-Hague Abduction 
Cases 
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1715.2-1 Locate Child And 
Ascertain Welfare 


1714.2-1 


1715.2-2 Coordination With Host 
Government And Department 


1714.2-2 


1715.2-3 Information On Options 
And Resources 


1714.2-3 


1715.3 Cases Originating At Post 


1714.3 


i/iD vveirare Ana vvnereaDouts 
Visits To Abducted Or Wrongfully 
Retained Children 


I/id vveirare Ana vvnereaoouts 
Visits To Abducted Or Wrongfully 
Retained Children in Non-Hague 
Cases 
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1716.1 Locating An Abducted Or 
Wrongfully Retained Child 


1715.1 


1716.1-1 Available Records 


1715.1-1 


1716.1-2 Family Members 


1715.1-2 


1716.1-3 Visual Identification 


1715.1-3 


1716.2 Objection To Visit By LBP 


1715.2 


1716.3 Preparation For Visit 


1715.3 


1716.3-1 Consent Of The TP Or 
Other Custodian 


1715.3-1 


1716.3-2 List Key Issues 


1715.3-2 


1716.3-3 Input From Left Behind 
Parent (LBP) 


1715.3-3 


1716.3-4 Equipment 


1715.3-4 


1716.3-5 Items From Left Behind 
Parent 


1715.3-5 


1716.4 Conducting The Visit 


1715.4 


1716.4-1 Visit the Home 


1715.4-1 


1716.4-2 Keep It Informal 


1715.4-2 
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1716.4-3 Private Conversation 


1715.4-3 


1716.4-4 Be Observant 


1715.4-4 


1716.4-5 Medications 


1715.4-5 Medical Needs 


1716.4-6 Camera 


1715.4-6 
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1716.4-7 Contact With The LBP 


1715.4-7 


1716.4-8 Arrange Future 
Communications 


1715.4-8 


1716.4-9 Maintain A 
Compassionate But Professional 
Demeanor 


1715.4-9 


1716.5 Frequency Of Visits 


1715.5 


1716.5-1 Follow-Up Visits 


1715.5-1 


1716.5-2 Routine Visits 


1715.5-2 


1716.5-3 Ending Routine Visits 


1715.5-3 


1716.6 Reporting On Child Visits 


1715.6 


1716.6-1 Cable 


1715.6-1 Transmitting the Report 


1716.6-2 Separate Reporting Cable 


1715.6-1 


1717 Parental Access To The 
Abducted Or Wrongfully Retained 
Child 


1716 


1717.1 Policy On Access 


1716.1 


1717.2 Negotiating Access 


1716.2 


1717.2-1 The Consular Role In 
Access 


1716.2-1 The Consular Role In 
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Access When the Child is Located 
Overseas 


1717.2-2 Meaningful Access 


1716.2-2 


1717.2-3 Discussing Access With 
The LBP 


1716.2-3 
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1717.2-4 Discussing Access With 
The Taking Parent 


1716.2-4 


1717.2-5 Promoting Dialogue 


1716.2-5 Promoting a Voluntary 
Resolution 


1717.3 Assistance Of Local 
Authorities 


1716.3 


1717.3-1 Explaining Your 
Involvement 


1716.3-1 


1717.3-2 Locating The Child 


1716.3-2 


1717.3-3 Visiting The Child 


1716.3-3 


1717.3-4 Confronting Abuse 


1716.3-4 


1718 U.S. PASSPORT AND VISA 
ISSUANCE AND DENIAL 


1717 


1718.1 Passports 


1717.1 


1718.2 Visa Denials And 
Revocations Under INA 
212(a)(iO)(C) 


1717.2 


1719 Consular Assistance When 
Abducted Child Is In The 
United States 


1718 


7 FAM Exhibit 1714.5-2 


1713 


7 FAM EXHIBIT 1721 


Deleted 



2. If this issuance changed less than half the words, we formatted the 
changed text in dark magenta italic. If this issuance changed more than 
half the words, we did not use dark magenta italic. The CT line in each 
section shows when that section last changed. 

3. Officers are reminded that Department-issued materials not codified in 
the Foreign Affairs Manual or its supplemental Foreign Affairs Handbook 
series generally have no regulatory validity (see 2 FAM 1111.1). 

4. The office responsible for the material in this subchapter is CA/OCS/PRI. 
Please direct questions concerning content substance and interpretation 
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to this office. Administrative questions on the Foreign Affairs Manual or 
Handbooks can be directed to A/GIS/DIR, Office of Directives 
Management. 

Filing Instructions (Paper Copies) 

1. Remove and discard the old 7 FAM 1710 (CT:CON-115; 10-17-2005) 
and insert the new 7 FAM 1710 (CT:CON-395; 02-09-2012). 

2. After inserting the material in the binder, insert this change transmittal 
letter immediately following the CT Checklist, then fill in the entry line for 
CT:CON-395 and initial. 

Distribution Notice 

1. The Foreign Affairs Manual and Handbooks (unclassified) official version 
can be found on the State Department's Intranet site. 

2. All posts and offices keeping paper versions of the Foreign Affairs Manual 
are responsible for maintaining the FAM on a current basis (see 2 FAM 
1116.5). 

3. Use KFAM and AINF TAGS on all communications on FAM/FAH issues. 



